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CCL CLass

Class 10 English
First Flight

Chapter 8 - Mijbil the Otter
Question Answer

Oral comprehension 1

Q.1. What ‘experiment’ did Maxwell think Camusfearna 
would be suitable for?

Ans. The author thought that he would make an experiment 
by keeping an otter as a pet at his house in Camusfearna. He 
thought that Camusfearna would be suitable for keeping an 
otter because it was ringed by water at a very short distance. 
Otters live mainly in water or in marshy areas.

Q. 2. Why does he go to Basra? How long does he wait there, 
and why?

Ans. The author goes to Basra to the Consulate-General to 
collect and answer mail from Europe. His mail does not 
reach in time and he has to wait there for five days.

Q.3. How does he get the otter? Does he like it? Pick out the 
words that tell you this.

Ans. Finally he gets his mail. He went to his bedroom to read 
the mail. There he saw two Arabs with a sack. 
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 There was an otter in the sack. The Arabs told him that 
there was an otter for him in the sack. The author liked it. 
The following words show that he liked it: “The second 
night Mijbil came on to my bed in the small hours and 
remained asleep in the crook of my knees …”.

Q. 4. Why was the otter named ‘Maxwell’s otter’?

Ans. The otter was named ‘Maxwell’s otter’ because his race 
was not previously known to scientists.

Q. 5. Tick the right answer. In the beginning, the otter was
• aloof and indifferent
• friendly
• hostile 

Ans. Aloof and indifferent.

Q. 6. What happened when Maxwell took Mijbil to the 
bathroom? What did it do two days after that?

Ans. The otter greatly liked to be in water. For half an hour 
he went wild with joy in the water. He plunged and rolled in 
it. He shot up and down the length of the bathtub 
underwater. He made enough slosh and splash. After two 
days Mijbil escaped from the author’s bedroom. He entered 
the bathroom to play in water.

Oral Comprehension 2
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Q. 1. How was Mij to be transported to England ?

Ans. Mij was to be transported to England by air. The 
author knew that the British airline didn’t fly animals. So he 
booked a flight to Paris on another airline and from there to 
London.

Q.2. What did Mij Do to the box ?

Ans. Mij had torn the lining of the box to pieces. In making 
this effort, he got injured and there was blood at the airholes 
of the box.

Q.3.Why did Maxwell put the otter back in the box ? How 
do you think he felt when he did this?

Ans. Maxwell put the otter back in the box because the 
airline would not fly him without the box. He was in a tense 
situation. There were only ten minutes until the time of the 
flight and the airport was five miles away.

Q.4. Why does Maxwell say the air hostess was “the very 
queen of her kind”?

Ans. Maxwell says this because the air hostess was very 
cooperative. She showed great kindness to the well-being of 
the otter. She offered to get the otter back when it escaped 
from the box in the plane.
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Q.5. What happened when the box was opened ?

Ans. When the box was opened the otter disappeared at high 
speed down the aircraft. There were noises all around with 
“A rat! A rat!”

Oral Comprehension 3

Q. 1. What game had Mij invented ?

Ans. Mij had invented the game of a ball and a suitcase. The 
suitcase’s lid did not fit properly and had developed a certain 
slope. Mij would place the ball on the high end. The ball 
would roll towards the lower end. Then the otter would run 
to the other end to stop the arrival of the ball.

Q. 2. What are ‘compulsive habits’? What does Maxwell say 
are the compulsive habits of (i) school children (ii) Mij?

Ans. ‘Compulsive habits are those habits in which people 
indulged instinctively. These become the integral part of the 
people through constant use.
(i) School children place their feet squarely on the centre of 
each paving block. They touch every seventh upright of the 
iron railings. They pass to the outside of every second lamp 
post.
(ii) Mij would tug the author to the wall of the school near 
his house. He would jump on to it. Then he would gallop the 
full length of its thirty yards.
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Q. 3. What group of animals do otters belong to ?

Ans. Otters belong to the small group of animals called 
Miserliness. Badgers, mongooses, weasels, stoats, minks, etc. 
also belong to this family.

Q. 4. What guesses did the Londoners make about what Mij 
was?

Ans. The Londoners make guesses that Mij was a baby seal’, 
‘a squirrel’, ‘a walrus’, ‘a beaver’, ‘a bear cub’, ‘leopard’ and 
‘a brontosaurus’

Texual Question Answer

Q. 1. What things does Mij do which tell you that he is an 
intelligent, friendly and fun-loving animal who needs love ?

Ans. Mij does a number of things which show that he is an 
intelligent, friendly and fun-loving animal which needs love. 
He plunged and rolls in water. He shoots up and down the 
bathtub underwater. He makes enough slosh and splash. He 
learns how to turn the water tap enough to produce a trickle 
of water. He plays and juggles small objects between his 
paws lying on its back. He nuzzles the author’s face and 
neck. He jumps on the low wall and runs on it.

Q. 2. What are some of the things we come to know about 
otters from this text ?
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Ans. This text tells us many things about otters. Otters are 
intelligent and fun loving animals. Like dogs, they can be 
trained to obey commands and to respond to their name. 
They love water and like to live in marshy places.

Q. 3. Why is Mij’s species now known to the world as 
Maxwell’s otter?

Ans. Before Maxwell brought an otter from Iraq, its species 
was not known to the world. Therefore, the scientists gave it 
a new scientific name and it was called Maxwell’s otter.

Q.4. Maxwell in the story speaks for the otter, Mij. He tells 
us what the otter feels and thinks on different occasions. 
Given below are some things the otter does. Complete the 
column on the right to say what Maxwell says about what 
Mij feels and thinks.

What Mij does 

• Plunges, rolls in the water and 
makes the water splosh and 
splash 

• Screws the tap in the wrong 
way 

• Nuzzles Maxwell’s face and 
neck in the aeroplane

How Mij Feels or Thinks
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Ans. (a) He thinks that the bathroom is the best place in the 
house. He feels that he is a hippo and is very happy.

(b) He cheats with irritation and disappointment.

(c) He feels much comfort and content after its distressed 
chitter.

Q. 5. Read the story and find the sentences where Maxwell 
describes his pet otter. Then choose and arrange your 
sentences to illustrate those statements below that you think 
are true.

Maxwell’s description

(i) makes Mij seem almost human, like a small boy.
(ii) shows that he is often irritated with what Mij does.
(iii) shows that he is often surprised by what Mij does.
(iv) of Mij’s antics is comical.
(v) shows that he observes the antics of Mij very carefully.
(vi) shows that he thinks Mij is a very ordinary otter.
(vii) shows that he thinks the otter is very unusual.

Ans. (1) True (ii) False (iii) True (iv) False (v) True (vi) False 
(vii) True.
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